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WATER- BASED  RECREATION 

SUPPLY  AND  DEMAND  CONSIDERATIONS 

An  Interdisciplinary  Bibliography. 

by 

Robert  B.  Ditton,  Ph.D. 
Assistant  Professor 
Leisure  Sciences 
University  of  Wisconsin -Green  Bay 

One  cannot  study  the  recreational  aspects  of  water  resources  if  he 
intends  to  remain  within  the  confines  of  a  single  discipline.  This  is  clearly 
demonstrated  in  the  development  of  this  bibliography.   The  present  fragment- 
ation of  the  literature  creates  information  problems  for  both  researchers 
and  planning  practitioners  engaged  in  recreation  resource  development. 

Since  water  recreation  resource  planning,  development  and  management  is 
the  legitimate  concern  of  a  variety  of  disciplines,  the  optimum  use  of 
water  requires  the  integration  of  these  disciplinary  inputs  into  a  single 
body  of  knowledge.   Such  a  task  was  completed  in  July  1969  under  funding 
from  the  University  of  Illinois  Water  Resources  Center.   To  develop  this 
specialized  body  of  knowledge,  it  was  necessary  to  achieve  systematic 
bibliographic  control  of  pertinent  literature. 

During  the  two-year  period  1967-1969,  an  intensive  manual  retrieval  of 
literature  pertinent  to  the  recreational  aspects  of  water  resources  was 
undertaken.   Research  literature  published  after  January  1,  1960  and  before 
June  1,  1969  was  identified,  reviewed,  evaluated,  and  documented. 

Using  thesauri  developed  by  the  U.  S.  Office  of  Water  Resources  Research 
and  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Outdoor  Recreation,  each  piece  of  literature  was 
assigned  keyword  descriptors  that  suggested  the  contextual  meaning  of  the 
author. 
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A  computerized  bibliographic  retrieval  process  (RECWAT)  was  developed 
through  which  an  investigator  can  receive  automatically,  using  keyword 
inputs,  those  bibliographic  notations  pertinent  to  his  request.   This 
keyword  bibliography  is  a  direct  outcome  of  this  computerized  retrieval 
system.   Such  an  immediate  feedback  information  system  when  coordinated 
nationally  and/or  internationally  with  other  compatible  systems  will  make 
published  bibliographies  such  as  this  one  obsolete  someday. 
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INCLUSION-EXCLUSION  CRITERIA  FOR  LITERATURE. 
INCLUDED  IN  THIS   BIBLIOGRAPHY: 


Content  Criteria 


1)  Each  piece  of  literature  must  specifically  mention  both  terms  'outdoor 
recreation"  or  ;'recreation"  and  "water''  or  :,water  resources"  to  be  termed 
pertinent  and  be  included.  Selected  literature  are  included  which  does 
not  meet  this  criterion  but  which  have  implication  value  in  developing 
the  body  of  knowledge  involved. 
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be  included  as  water  resource-oriented  recreation  literature  because  their 
primary  use  ultimately  would  presumably  be  for  outdoor  recreation.  These 
are  not  included,  e:xept  to  the  degree  that  they  pertain  to  recreational 
use,  planning,  and  development. 

3)  Publications  and  studies  dealing  with  the  administration,  organization,  and 
staffing  requirements  of  water  resources  agencies,  such  as  river  basin 
commissions,  interstate  compacts,  or  water  pollution  districts,  are  not 
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4)  Pieces  of  literature  dealing  expressly  with  water-based  activities  (e.g., 
swimming  techniques,  boating  tips,  sport  fishing  rates,  etc.),  programs,  or 
supervision  are  systematically  excluded.  Literature  which  involves  the 
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5)  Pieces  of  literature  must  have  been  written  after  January  1,  1960,  for 
inclusion.  Selected  writings  which  do  not  meet  this  writing  date  criterion 
are  cited  because  of  their  definitive  nature. 

6)  State  outdoor  recreation  plans  are  generally  excluded  unless  viewed  as 
innovative  in  content  and  approach  by  a  consensus  of  project  staff 
members.  This  criterion  has  been  established  because  of  the  repetitive 
nature  of  these  state  outdoor  recreation  plans. 

Quality  Criteria 

1)  Pieces  of  literature  are  not  excluded  on  the  basis  of  methodology  and/or 
techniques  used.  Decisions  to  exclude  because  of  methodology  and/or 
techniques  used  would  be  based  strictly  on  the  opinion,  biases,  and/or 
educational  background  of  the  reviewer,  and  hence  such  an  inclusion- 
exclusion  criterion  is  avoided. 

2)  Sunmaries  or  abstracts  of  discussions  of  research  projects  found  in  annual 
reports  are  not  cited  in  lieu  of  retrieving  the  full  research  work. 

3)  Articles  found  in  professional  and/or  technical  journals  are  included  in 
this  bibliography  while  articles  found  in  both  non-technical  and  popular 
magazines  will  be  systematically  excluded. 

4)  Pieces  of  literature  are  not  systematically  included  or  excluded  on 
the  basis  of  the  status  of  the  author  or  place  of  authorship. 

5)  Pieces  of  literature  judged  by  a  consensus  of  project  staff  members  as 
being  "too  general"  or  ''non-specific  are  systematically  excluded  from 
this  system  even  if  pertinent  in  content. 
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